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GREEN  SHOOTS

This year's committees all experienced setbacks—and new growth.

There are a plethora of sayings to express

the sentiment that those on your executive

board have felt as this year’s theme: “No

showers, no flowers;” “No growth without

challenge;” and so on. Appalachian

Mountain Club Southeastern

Massachusetts (AMC-SEM) Chapter Chair

Len Ulbricht, intimately aware of each

committee’s challenges, expressed that

theme in September’s issue of our chapter

newsletter, The Breeze. In a regular feature

called “View from the Chair,” he said there

were “green shoots under the COVID

cloud,” pointing out that our chapter has

suddenly done things it hadn’t stretched

itself to do before.

In the following reports, you will see how

each committee has risen to the challenges

presented by pandemic restrictions. There

is definitely a tone of mournfulness, as so

many have worked hard on putting plans

in place, only to feel like a rug has been

pulled out from beneath them. But read

closely: many activities have happened

against the odds! We got a head start for

next year. We saved money. We smoothed

out processes. And our reach has actually

expanded, from new membership to new

committees—and more, varied

interactions, collaborations, and

contributions. 

But none of this was easy. As Treasurer David Yampanis says, “The year started off with

great intentions and then quickly turned into a pandemic roller coaster into uncharted

territory!” Rules, regulations, and recommendations changed by the minute, changing

plans and communications in the process. And some of us, completely new to our roles,

were trying to figure out the regular ins and outs of the chapter at the board level. We

want to thank you for being patient with us through this growth and for your support

and active membership. You, and our shared passion for the outdoors, are what keeps

us going! Read on to hear about our goals. And, as always, reach out to join us!  

http://www.amcsem.org/officers.html
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Len Ulbricht, AMC-SEM Region Chapter Chair

This year started out strong with a full slate

of winter hiking, snowshoeing, and cross

country skiing events through mid-March.

These included—among many others—local

day hikes, overnights at Noble View, trips up

north for cross country skiing, and the

annual self service hut weekend—this year

at Lonesome Lake.

Then all plans for the spring and summer

were disrupted, from mid-March until June

30, by the COVID-19 pandemic. All chapter

hiking, biking, and paddling trips were

canceled—as well as an open house at

Wompatuck State Park. Well over 100

chapter trips, either planned or posted, had

to be canceled. Training sessions were also

impacted, as Leadership Training,

Wilderness First Aid, and Map & Compass

courses could not be offered. Fortunately,

we were able to offer virtual leadership

training to a small number of trainees.

Restart commenced in early July with

COVID-19 training, followed by a few local

hiking trips to test the new registration

process and group management guidelines.

Trail maintenance and Cape hikes also

resumed. Still, due to ongoing COVID-19

concerns, many leaders have not returned to

trip leading. 

On the plus side, to deal with the COVID-19

restrictions on in-person gatherings, we

have begun using video conferencing

technology for chapter committee meetings.

This technology, when extended to remote

learning and seminars, has the potential to

reach deep into our chapter membership so

that geographic distance is no longer a

barrier to member participation in chapter

offerings.

This is my second and last annual chair

report. Over these two years, there have

been many accomplishments, among them

the “legendary” 2019 AMC Fall Gathering,

the increase in trained leaders fostered by

the popularity of our hiking series offerings,

a renewed focus on weekend trips and

specific events for new members, support

for trail improvement projects across the

Southeastern Mass region, expanded

communications efforts to reach members

and non-members, and initial steps taken

toward offering more local conservation

initiatives and engaging members in their

20s and 30s. It has been my pleasure to

serve the chapter and work with so many

wonderful volunteers on your executive

board. Be safe and—Be Outdoors.
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David Yampanis, AMC-SEM Region Chapter Treasurer

regaining deposits from reservations and

refunding registration fees from canceled

programs such as Hut Weekend at

Cardigan, the 2021 Noble View Winter

Weekend trip, courses (Wilderness First

Aid/WFA, Map & Compass, and

Leadership Training), in-person

gatherings, and an open house at

Wompatuck;

clarifying guidance from headquarters as

to the spending freeze and the impact of

the pandemic on chapter dues; and

logistics for opening a new bank account.

Greetings! Having taken over for Patty

Rottmeier over the past year, 2020 has been

my first year as treasurer. The year started

off with great intentions and then quickly

turned into a pandemic roller coaster into

uncharted territory! 

We began 2020 with a successful annual

financial audit of our 2019 books by AMC

headquarters. We planned to spend some of

our 2019 surpluses and $5,300 of our

previously withdrawn invested reserve funds

for special projects, budgeting to have a

planned deficit of $8,700. But the AMC, like

many other organizations, instituted a

spending freeze across the organization, and

many activities did not occur. As we

approach the end of 2020, we expect to have

a surplus for the year of around $13,000,

driven by dues allocations (which dropped

only slightly), and by the 2020 final

settlement of the expenses for the 2019 Fall

Gathering.

Some of the financial challenges Spring

2020 were

$500 for communications/website fees

(The Breeze newsletter, online meetings,

Meetup.com);

$800 for education (down payment for

WFA course to be carried into 2021);

$1,700 for hiking (quarterly committee

planning meetings, 2020 Winter Noble

View Weekend, and award patches);

$100 for membership (New Member

Hike and “Join Today” cards); and

$3,500 for administrative expenses

(chapter insurance, office supplies, new

bank account setup, volunteer

recognition).

Thanks to the executive board and

committee members for reacting quickly to

meet the financial and other challenges of

2020.

Our monthly executive board meetings

continue to be held online, which has proven

to be an economical approach. Leadership

training  continues online, and additional

efforts have been made to reach people

virtually. We also continue to focus on

recognizing our board, committee members,

and volunteers for their dedicated work on

behalf of the chapter by awarding them gift

cards from REI. 

Chapter committees reported net

expenditures year to date as follows: 

Thanks to the executive board and the

committee members again for their support

and efforts during my first pandemic year as

treasurer. Looking forward to a new normal

at some point in 2021.
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Bernie Meggison, Biking Chair, & Peter Linhares, Biking Vice Chair

Hopefully, we are all winding down our

dealings with the coronavirus pandemic.  Up

until this point, AMC headquarters canceled

all activities clubwide.  All of our bike

leaders and participants seem to agree that

everyone had to do their part in dealing

with the constraints of this pandemic. As

this pandemic makes it difficult— even with

COVID-19 protocols in place—for everyone,

it is a challenge to organize rides that are a

fun, relaxing experience; hence, many have

decided to do rides off the books.  Even if

AMC makes some firm protocol decisions, it

will likely continue to change as the

pandemic changes, adding confusion about

what to do.

I'd like to see our cycling community

continue to keep involved, with rides

moving forward into the winter, weather

permitting. In the next few weeks, Peter

Linhares and I will conduct a Zoom meeting

with current ride leaders to discuss any

possible upcoming rides prior to winter

setting in, and to plan ahead for next year's

cycling season.

We seem to have a  good number of riders

who are snowbirds, so in order to create a

list of suggested routes for others, it's

possible we will ask those willing in our

Southeastern Massachusetts group to share

the routes in and around their winter

locations. It might be possible, through

social media or other mediums, to share this

information with other AMC chapters. For

example, one might post, "Hey, this is

Bernie Meggison of the AMC-SEM Chapter.

I'll be in the Ft. Lauderdale area from 3-01-

2020 through 4-01-2020. Let’s ride the

Shark Valley National Park in the Everglades

near Miami."  

In closing, we remain relatively positive that

next season will be vigorous and exciting.



The year 2019/20 was marked by a change

in leadership and the impact of the

worldwide pandemic. Cathy Giordano

stepped down from the vice chair position

after three years of outstanding service.

Cathy brought many attributes to the role:

she was always willing to roll up her sleeves

and get the job done, a great listener, and

available to step in for the chair. Robin

McIntyre became the new vice chair. I look

forward to working with her in this capacity.

The Cape hiking season runs from Labor

Day to Memorial Day annually. We schedule

hikes on Thursdays, Saturdays, and Sunday

afternoons. The Saturday hikes tend to be

slightly longer, at three to five hours. Pre-

COVID-19, we averaged ten to twelve

participants per hike and have had as many

as 30 people on a hike.  

Our hikers and leaders are primarily

retirees, but we welcome all age groups. This

past year we offered 37 hikes—fewer, due to

the pandemic, than the prior year. Three

hikes were canceled due to weather. No

hikes were offered from mid-March until

the beginning of September.  

Starting after Labor Day, we resumed our

hike schedule with several challenges under

the new guidelines: registration was now

required, groups were to have no more than

ten hikers, and we now needed to manage an

abundance of emails leading up to the hike.

But by September 30, we had conducted five

hikes without any problems and with a full

complement of hikers.  

Dave and Kathy Selfe are frequent hikers,

lead some of our hikes, and provide photos

and trail tracings for any hikes they

participate in. The photos get uploaded on

Dave’s Facebook page and some get shared

with the Southeastern Massachusetts (SEM)

Chapter for The Breeze.
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Jane Harding, Cape Hiking Chair, & Robin McIntyre, Cape Hiking Vice Chair

Dave and Kathy Selfe
Cape Hike; Photo by Dave and Kathy Selfe



We currently have 20 qualified hike leaders

but only ten actively leading. We have four

individuals who have completed leadership

training and are at different stages of

becoming qualified. We pull from a pool of

about 60 individuals who participate in our

hikes annually. Our major challenges are

supporting some of our leaders so they feel

comfortable during the pandemic and

getting some to complete mandated COVID-

19 training, so we can have a more robust

schedule of hikes. Our other challenge is

dealing with an aging population of hikers,

so safety becomes a concern, and finding

and scouting new places to hike becomes an

added task. We are continuously scouting

new candidates for leadership training.

The Cape Hiking Committee has actively

contributed to many chapterwide endeavors.

The Cape was once again going to host the

Spring Potluck Supper until it was canceled

due to the pandemic. Robin McIntyre and

Cathy Giordano had planned to present at

the in-person AMC Southeastern

Massachusetts Leadership training session,

which was canceled out of necessity due to

COVID-19. Robin McIntyre presented

during the virtual leadership training held

this summer. We remain at the ready to

support the new AMC-SEM chair in

November.

Stay tuned for 2021.
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Dave and Kathy Selfe

Cape Hike by Dave and Kathy Selfe

Jane Harding & Robin McIntyre
Photo by Dave and Kathy Selfe



The Southeastern Massachusetts (SEM)

Communications Committee, like other

committees, has had a lot of quick pivots this

year. In March, after six years of

extraordinary service, Paul Miller stepped

down from the communications chair

position. The current chair would like to

thank Paul, and Cheryl Lathrop before him,

for the team which has kept

communications running smoothly through

many changes this year. But, first, a huge

thank you to Diane Simms, who not only

transitioned us during a confusing time, but

introduced overall efficiencies and

mentored the current chair. Diane is now

slated to become Chapter Chair; as Vice

Chair, she has spearheaded continuity

planning.  
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Dave and Kathy Selfe

Cape Hike by Dave and Kathy Selfe

Nichole Nelson, Communications Committee Chair

Maureen Walsh continued as The Southeast

Breeze (a.k.a The Breeze, the chapter

newsletter that you can view on our website)

editor. A team, including Ann McSweeney,

proofread the newsletter, and a team of the

individuals listed below in turn brought it to

you. There were ten full issues produced this

year, even when, due to COVID-19, there

were no activities for a period in the spring.

Spring issue themes included silver linings,

bringing the outdoors inside through

photojournalism (previewed left), keeping fit

indoors, and memories of one of our

popular programs, Redlining the Blue Hills.

Thanks to everyone who contributed the

themes, articles and photos!

http://www.amcsem.org/
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Dave and Kathy Selfe

Cape Hike by Dave and Kathy Selfe

Marie Hopkins, our Blast editor, sent out a monthly message from your executive board

(example below left), in addition to the newsletter link, to keep members up-to-date on

opportunities to stay involved.

Webmistress Cheryl Lathrop kept http://www.amcsem.org/ (previewed above right) a

one-stop place to find current announcements as policies, procedures, and activities

changed to reflect local health guidelines. Social Media Administrator Christine Racine

moved to the chapter in her hometown, but not before our Facebook page had seen its

all-time top post. We welcomed Leah Brodsky to that position, and the Communications

Committee also welcomed a vice chair, Alanna Halloran. Both Leah and Alanna have

communications backgrounds. 

Thanks to the above team and all volunteers who have stepped up to providing

communications support for chapter activities so we can continue our mission of getting

more members actively involved. We love hearing about someone trying something

new, because just one activity with SEM members—with their warmth towards others

and passion for the outdoors—is enough motivation to return again!

http://www.amcsem.org/


We ended 2019 with a post-Thanksgiving

‘Masacree’ Hike, named so for the theme of

Arlo Guthrie’s “Alice’s Restaurant.”   It was a

cold day on December 1 along Route 28,

Randolph Avenue, in the Blue Hills. We

loaded ten 50-gallon bags of garbage onto

Bill Cannon’s vintage VW microbus in

record time as, unfortunately, this road is in

constant need of trash pickup with the

amount of traffic and littering there. 

The Conservation Committee was asked to

look into developing a speaker series along

the lines of the very successful monthly

series that the Worcester Chapter has

offered for many years. With that objective

in mind, Nancy Coote and Joanne Newton

attended the Worcester event on February

19. We were impressed with the organization

and support for the event. The Conservation

Committee began to work on our proposal,

which would start with a quarterly event.

We thought to move the location to different

venues throughout our Southeastern

Massachusetts (SEM) area to make it more

accessible to different audiences, contacted

several SEM members who have given talks

in the past along with others outside the

AMC, and had tentatively scheduled our first

event for the end of June. 

The Conservation Committee was also

scheduled in April to take part in our chapter

Leadership Training Course, Earth Day

events with the Department of Conservation

and Recreation (DCR), and our chapter Open

House at Wompatuck State Park. We were

excited about, and wanted to bring a larger

presence of our committee, to each event.

We had ordered new “Leave No Trace”

posters and laminated cards to pass out at

the Leadership Training. Our slide

presentation was reviewed and each of our

members were to take a part in presenting

the material. 
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Joanne Newton, Conservation Chair, Bill Cannon, Conservation Vice Chair, 

& Nancy Coote

Cleanup Crew Bill Cannon (left), Bill Doherty, Joanne Newton, Nancy Coote, Barry
Young, Nancy Perlman; Photos by Bill Cannon



April 2020 was the 50th Anniversary of

Earth Day. In preparation, we contacted

DCR to partner with them for this historic

time. The Conservation Chair attended

several conference calls to work out the

details. Our chapter was to lead a hike that

day to the Weather Observatory, where

there was to be a celebration.  We were also

scheduled to staff a booth at the Trailside

Museum to talk about our conservation

initiatives and introduce people to the AMC.

We ordered Blue Spruce seeds, Bill created a

label, and we stuffed more than 200

envelopes of seeds to pass out that day.  

We also worked on our presentation for the

SEM Open House. We were excited, as we

had been introduced to a young Boy Scout

who was working towards his Conservation

Badge. We hoped to help him obtain that by

having him give a talk at the Open House.

All of these spring events were canceled.

Hopefully, the Boy Scout we were helping

has been able to complete the requirements

for his badge on his own. We have saved all

of our supplies and will be able to use them

at another event in the future.

The Conservation Committee also wrote a

dozen Trailhead Talking Points, particularly

highlighting the Leave No Trace principles

when hiking and backpacking. We intended

to present a deck of laminated index-style

cards with these talking points to each of the

hike leaders at the next quarterly hike leader

meeting. In lieu of that, they have been

forwarded to The Breeze editor to be

published over the next several months and

they will be available on the Conservation

page of the SEM website.  We also wrote a

series of articles for The Breeze describing the

animals and plants in the Blue Hills which

are on the Endangered, Threatened, and

Special Concern lists. Hopefully, our readers

found those informative and heightened

their sense of awareness to these species at

such risk.
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Blue Spruce Seed Packet 
Photo by Bill Cannon

http://www.amcsem.org/conservation.html


The Conservation Committee will try to add more members to our committee. Since

more and more activities may become virtual, it would be advantageous to have a

Conservation Committee member interested in and adept at this technology to help

with our presentations. Information was sent in October's Blast notification, emailed

from the chapter, and can also be seen on our Facebook page. 

We have committed to a monthly conservation article for The Breeze.  

We will pass out the Trailhead Talking Points cards mentioned above as opportunities

present themselves.  

We have asked Judy Jacobs, Executive Director of  Friends of the Blue Hills, how we can

become involved in removing invasive species in the Blue Hills and our surrounding

areas. Her organization has several work groups scheduled in the coming months, and

we will invite our chapter members to become involved by advertising those

opportunities on Facebook.  

We will commit to updating and keeping current the Conservation Page of the SEM

website.  

As we are all feeling our way as to how best to proceed during these times, the

Conservation Committee welcomes all ideas as to how we can make an impact.  The

effects of climate change seem more evident each day, the sense of awareness of our

precarious situation heightens with one impactful event after another, and we all need

to learn what we can do to make a difference.

So where do we go from here?  
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https://www.facebook.com/AMCSEM
https://www.facebook.com/AMCSEM
http://www.amcsem.org/conservation.html


The year 2020 was challenging for

educational opportunities within the

Southeastern Massachusetts (SEM) Chapter.

All of our in-person programs were canceled

due to coronavirus pandemic concerns.  This

included our Leadership Training,

Wilderness First Aid (WFA), and Map &

Compass courses that had been scheduled in

spring.

We reconfigured our Leadership Training

course to be held as an online program and

were able to graduate five new leadership

trainees. This was accomplished in

conjunction with AMC headquarters training

coordinators who hosted four hour-long live

online programs led by AMC volunteers.

Our local chapter then developed two

follow-up hour-long live online programs

that added chapter specific elements to the

trainings and completed the leadership

training process.

This program proved to be very successful,

so we have been actively developing new

training programs with this format. We

expect to repeat online leadership training in

the fall in conjunction with AMC

headquarter's program again. And we are

preparing our own full online program for

2021 in case we are still unable to meet in

person. We are pleased that even with the

challenges of the pandemic, AMC-SEM

members are eager to participate as activity

leaders and take these trainings.

We are also in the process of developing

online training to include topics such as GPS

use on the trails and planning mountain

hikes. We greatly appreciate the efforts of

our SEM chapter volunteers who stepped up

to learn new technology and participate in

the remote training.
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WFA Course
Photo by Doug Griffiths

Doug Griffiths, Education Chair, & Sue Svelnis, Education Vice Chair



Other educational programs that require indoor instruction and closer contact, such as the

Wilderness First Aid and Map & Compass courses, have been on hold as we explore new

ways to offer these classes. This includes keeping current with the required safety

standards, readjusting class sizes, and identifying new venues where we can accommodate

the new requirements. The WFA certifications for our leaders were temporarily extended

due to the pandemic, but it is a high priority for us to get this program back on track. With

the high demand and limited class size, we will need to arrange several classes for 2021.  

Lastly, we are working on our education goals by encouraging submissions of technical

articles for The Breeze. We would like to acknowledge Rob MacDonald, who wrote a great

article with amazing pictures about vernal pools, for the March issue. Please let us know if

you have some ideas or expertise for such an article.  

As usual, we invite input from members and activity leaders regarding needs and ideas for

future program development.
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http://www.amcsem.org/education.html
http://www.amcsem.org/education.html


This past year has been one like no other in

Southeastern Massachusetts (SEM) history.

As usual, two of our popular events—the

Winter Workshop/Hiking Series and Noble

View Weekend—led off the new year for us.

The Winter Hiking Workshop was again an

immensely popular event. The subsequent

Winter Hiking Series was a great success and

culminated in a spectacular  overnight at

Lonesome Lake Hut.  Additionally, the

Noble View Weekend was again a sellout and

participants enjoyed various hikes and

activities.

Ever popular series hikes continued to

attract support from previous participants,

as well as new people wanting to get in on

the fun. Series events included Redlining the

Blue Hills (RLBH), White Lining the Blue

Hills (WLBH), Thursday Morning, Spring

Conditioning, and Full Moon hikes. While

COVID-19 adversely affected some of these

events, the creative resilience of SEM leaders

enabled others to continue in a modified

way.

The viral pandemic impacted every facet of

life and hiking was no exception. When

COVID-19 cases reached a peak in March,

AMC canceled all in-person events. The

Hiking Committee had big plans for this

year, with 225 trips planned, according to

the searchable database on Outdoors.org.

While AMC developed guidelines for

restarting activities in June, many leaders

decided for personal reasons to hold off on

listing hikes. Additionally, both AMC and the

Department of Conservation and Recreation

placed limits on the number of participants

allowed on hikes. This created problems for

popular series hikes like RLBH.

Fortunately, dedicated leaders like Joe

Keogh, Bill Cannon, Barry Young, Paul

Brookes, Maureen Kelly, Diane Simms,

Natalie Halloran, and Walt Granda

developed a solution by offering multiple

hikes on the same route but with different

starting times. This action allowed many

more hikers to participate in the series than

would have been possible under the group

size limitations in place.
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George Danis, Hiking Chair, & Paul Brookes, Hiking Vice Chair

Above: RLBH Thursday night group on the Green Dot Trail
Photo by Skip Maysles

Left: The first
RLBH hike

since the
shutdown

 Photo by Walt
Granda

https://activities.outdoors.org/search/


While the Redlining team developed and

fine-tuned this approach, other series hike

leaders adopted it for the recently restarted

Thursday Morning Series, and the

Whitelining Series leaders are planning to

use this approach with their program.

Critical to all of this is having a sufficient

number of SEM leaders who are willing to

resume hike leading.

The virus affected not only hikes, but also

educational programs planned for the year.

The annual Introduction to

Hiking/Backpacking was canceled, but this

year’s Winter Hiking Workshop will be

conducted over Zoom rather than in person.

Plans are underway to provide the full 2020-

21 Winter Hiking Series, although there will

be no overnight hut visit this year.
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Left: Friday morning 
hiking group 

atop of Buck Hill
Photo by Diane Simms

Bottom: Balance Rock
Photo by Paul Brookes



The Membership Committee’s plans for

2020 included quarterly New Member

Hikes,  as well as taking an integral part in

planning and hosting the Southeastern

Massachusetts (SEM) Open House.

Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic hit

in March and halted many of these plans.

We did have a very successful New Member

Hike on January 4 led by Joanne Newton and

Paul Audet at Copicut Woods in Fall River.

To ensure we reached as many new

members as possible, we mailed invitations

as well  as listing the hike on Outdoors.org.

Fourteen hikers enjoyed a beautiful  4.12-

mile winter hike with Paul sharing much

detail on the history and geography of the

preserve. Ellen Thompson, Sandra Santilli,

Sue Svelnis, Jodi Jensen, and John Schepis

were also on hand to mingle and share their

experiences with SEM and describe how to

sign up for events. At the end of the hike,

refreshments were served, brochures handed

out, and questions regarding our chapter and

activity options answered. 

The pandemic shutdown prevented the

Open House and two of the planned New

Member Hikes. Now, fortunately, we have

new safety measures, as required by the

AMC, in place and proceeded with a fourth

quarter New Member hike led by Samantha

Fisher at Borderland State Park on October

31. 
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Ellen Thompson, Membership Chair, & Sandy Santilli, Membership Vice Chair

New Member Hike on January 4
Photo by Sue Svelnis

https://www.outdoors.org/outdoor-activities/hike/


Another goal of our committee this year was

to create cards to be passed out by trip

leaders to make it easy for new members to

find our website links and to join the AMC.

We created  for our leaders to distribute

2500 “Join Today” cards.

The annual meeting was held online this

year. Ten, twenty-five, and fifty-year

members were recognized in the November

issue of The Breeze, and the Membership

Committee mailed the 25-year and 50-year

pins with a thank-you card.
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Join Today Cards Annual Meeting

The SEM website has been updated with a more current description of the Membership

Chair's responsibilities and membership information. Committee information and planning

procedures are being added to the SharePoint (an internal sharing) website for the incoming

board  members.

Continuity Planning

http://www.amcsem.org/


In 2020, the AMC Southeastern Massachusetts (SEM) skiers had a short but successful and

enjoyable season. While there was no snow in our SEM area or, alas, at Noble View, there

was plenty in the White Mountains. There were several returning adventurers and many

new participants.  

The weekend of January 10-12, 26 skiers and snowshoers enjoyed the hospitality at the

cozy Mountain Fare Inn in Campton, NH. A group of 16 skied at the Waterville Valley

Crosscountry Resort, while a group of seven hiked the snowy trail to Scaur Lookout. The

weather held off on Saturday, but there was rain Saturday night. The weather resulted in a

change of plans to hiking on Sunday morning: the 3.5 mile Smarts Brook Trail loop was

beautiful. 
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Jeannine Audet, Skiing Chair, & Dia Prantis, Skiing Vice Chair

Left: Smarts Brook Trail
Photo by Dia Prantis

Right: Waterville Valley Ski Resor
Photo by Sarah Benzagni



The weekend of March 6-8, 24 skiers, snowshoers, fat tire bikers, and shoppers called the

Old Field House their home base. On Saturday, groups skied and snowshoed at Great Glen

Trails; the conditions were a bit icy, but the day was sunny and fairly warm. On Sunday

morning, they skied and snowshoed the beautiful wooded trails at Bear Notch Cross

Country Center. We are looking forward to more adventures next year. Join us! We also

welcome those who would like to qualify to be ski leaders.
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Right: Bear Notch XC Ski
Photo by Paul Audet

Left: Great Glen XC Ski
Photo by Jeannine Audet



Due to the shortened trail work season, only

a few events were scheduled. Since the

temperatures were above normal in

February, Trail Committee members started

to re-mark the Bay Circuit Trail (BCT)

through Walpole, MA. Approximately 20% of

Walpole has been re-marked. We restarted

this project in October 2020. This is an

ongoing project started several years ago.

Previous towns that have been re-marked

are Hanson and Pembroke.

On September 12, our chapter held a fall

trail work event to clean our adopted Skyline

Trail in the Blue Hills. A total of eight

volunteers cleaned the rock steps, dug out

three water bars, cut back vegetation, and

removed some trash from one of the

parking areas along Route 28. Many hikers

stopped to say “thank you” to us!

During the late spring, we learned that the

Romeri Bridge, located along the trail that

parallels Wood Road in Braintree (Southwest

of Junction 3174), was dangerous to cross due

to rotting wood. We made several trips to

assess the conditions and discussed ideas on

how to replace it. After consulting with the

Department of Conservation and Recreation

(DCR) and Friends of the Blue Hills

personnel, we submitted a proposal to

replace the old bridge and are currently

awaiting DCR approval.
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Skip Maysles, Trails Chair, & Pete Tierney, Trails Vice Chair

A new 
4-inch round
 aluminum
 medallion
Photo by

 Skip Maysles

Digging and cleaning 
out those water bars!

Photo by Skip Maysles

This bridge needs help!
Photo by Skip Maysles



BCT hikers had been complaining about an area, near the southern terminus of the Bay Circuit

Trail in Kingston, MA, that was in need of cutting. Just off of Bay Farm Road, the trail enters a

multi-acre meadow that is overgrown with weeds/brush. On September 29, BCT personnel and

volunteers from our chapter cut back some of the vegetation and made a six-foot-wide path for

hikers to use.

Over all, we had a successful year!
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Mother Nature
 takes over 

the meadow!
Photo by

 Skip Maysles

Due to COVID-19 virus concerns there were no paddling trips scheduled in 2020. Resumption

next year will depend on COVID-19 status at that time.

P A D D L I N G  R E P O R T

Ed Foster, Trails Chair, & Joe Keogh, Trails Vice Chair
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$13K
SURPLUS REVENUE

Increases: 

Leadership Training

Readership

 Social Media Interactions

Attendees

New in 2020: 

Virtual Training

Training Topics 

Video Conferencing

20s & 30s Committee 

Continuity Planning

Speaker Series

Trailhead Talking Points

Collaboration w/ FTBH

Breeze Sections (History,

Conservation, and

Education)

Join Today Cards

Proposal for a New Bridge
20%
WALPOLE BAY CIRCUIT TRAIL

RE-MARKED

200
SEED ENVELOPE PROMOTIONS  

500  
GALLONS TRASH COLLECTED


